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It gives me great pleasure to officiate the 9th Asia Pacific
Conference on Public Health (APCPH 2026), held under the
theme “Closing Public Health Gaps Through Technology,
Partnership & People.”

Public health today faces increasingly complex challenges, from
emerging infectious diseases and non-communicable diseases to
ageing populations, climate-related health risks, and widening
health inequities. These challenges require stronger
collaboration, innovation, and collective action across sectors and
borders.

APCPH 2026 provides an important platform for policymakers,
public health professionals, researchers, industry partners, and
civil society organisations to exchange ideas, share experiences,
and explore practical solutions to strengthen public health
systems in the region.

Malaysia remains committed to strengthening preventive
healthcare, digital transformation, primary care, and
multisectoral partnerships to improve population health and
resilience. In this regard, the conference theme reflects the
direction public health must take — leveraging technology,
fostering partnerships, and placing people at the centre of all
efforts.

I commend the organisers, particularly the College of Public
Health Medicine and its partners, for successfully bringing
together this meaningful regional conference.

I hope APCPH 2026 will inspire fruitful discussions, stronger
collaborations, and innovative ideas that contribute towards
healthier and more resilient communities across the Asia Pacific
region.

I wish all delegates a productive conference and a pleasant stay
in Johor Bahru.

Thank you.

Foreword

Hon Dato Hajjah Hanifah Hajar Taib 
Deputy Health Minister
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Director General’s
Message

Datuk Dr Mahathar Bin Abd Wahab
Director-General of Health Malaysia

On behalf of the Ministry of Health Malaysia, I warmly welcome
all delegates, speakers, and partners to the 9th Asia Pacific
Conference on Public Health (APCPH 2026).

The public health landscape continues to evolve rapidly, driven by
the rise of non-communicable diseases, emerging health threats,
environmental challenges, and increasing healthcare demands.
Addressing these issues requires stronger collaboration,
innovation, and evidence-based approaches.

The theme of APCPH 2026, “Closing Public Health Gaps Through
Technology, Partnership & People,” underscores the importance
of integrating digital advancements, strategic partnerships, and
people-centred approaches to strengthen public health systems.
This conference provides a valuable platform for knowledge-
sharing, scientific exchange, and regional collaboration among
public health professionals, researchers, policymakers, and
industry leaders.

I commend the College of Public Health Medicine and all
organising partners for their dedication in organising this
important conference.

I hope delegates will benefit from the scientific sessions,
networking opportunities, and discussions throughout the
conference, and that APCPH 2026 will make a meaningful
contribution to advancing public health in the region.

I wish everyone a successful and enriching conference.
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Public Health Leadership
Message

Dr Ismuni Bohari
Deputy Director-General of Health

(Public Health)

It is my pleasure to welcome all delegates to the 9th Asia Pacific
Conference on Public Health (APCPH 2026).

Public health challenges today are increasingly complex and
interconnected. Emerging diseases, non-communicable diseases,
environmental concerns, and health inequities require innovative,
collaborative, and people-centred solutions.

The theme of this conference, “Closing Public Health Gaps
Through Technology, Partnership & People,” highlights the
importance of strengthening public health systems through
digital innovation, strategic partnerships, and community
engagement.

APCPH 2026 serves as an important platform for public health
professionals, researchers, policymakers, and partners from
across the region to share experiences, discuss best practices,
and explore future directions in public health.

I am encouraged by the wide range of scientific topics and
discussions planned throughout the conference, which will
undoubtedly contribute to strengthening regional collaboration
and professional development.

I would like to congratulate the organising committee and all
partners for their commitment and hard work in making this
conference possible.

I wish all delegates a fruitful, productive, and rewarding
conference experience.
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Chairman’s Welcome

Dr Anita Suleiman
Chairman of APCPH 2026

Welcome to the 9th Asia Pacific Conference on Public Health
(APCPH 2026) in Johor Bahru, Malaysia.

It is an honour to host delegates, speakers, researchers,
policymakers, and public health professionals from across the
region and beyond. Your participation reflects our shared
commitment to advancing public health and improving population
well-being.

The theme of APCPH 2026, “Closing Public Health Gaps Through
Technology, Partnership & People,” reflects the growing need for
innovative, collaborative, and people-centred approaches in
addressing today’s public health challenges.

Over the next few days, the conference will provide opportunities
for scientific exchange, professional networking, and
interdisciplinary discussions through plenary sessions, symposia,
workshops, and presentations covering a broad range of public
health topics.

On behalf of the Organising Committee, I would like to express
our sincere appreciation to all speakers, sponsors, partners,
reviewers, volunteers, and delegates for your invaluable support
and contribution.

We hope APCPH 2026 will inspire meaningful collaboration, fresh
ideas, and practical solutions that will continue beyond this
conference.

Thank you and Selamat Datang!
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President’s Welcome

Dato’ Indera Dr Shaari bin Ngadiman
President of the College of Public

Health Medicine

On behalf of the College of Public Health Medicine, Academy of
Medicine of Malaysia, I am pleased to welcome all delegates to
the 9th Asia Pacific Conference on Public Health (APCPH 2026).

Public health continues to face evolving challenges, including
infectious diseases, non-communicable diseases, climate-related
health risks, and growing health inequities. These challenges
require strong leadership, scientific collaboration, and innovative
approaches.

The theme of APCPH 2026, “Closing Public Health Gaps Through
Technology, Partnership & People,” highlights the importance of
combining innovation, collaboration, and people-centred
strategies in strengthening public health systems.

This conference brings together public health professionals,
researchers, policymakers, academics, and partners from various
sectors to exchange knowledge, share experiences, and foster
regional collaboration.

The College of Public Health Medicine remains committed to
advancing professional excellence, public health leadership,
research, and capacity-building in Malaysia and the region.

I would like to thank all organising partners, sponsors, speakers,
and delegates for your support and participation in APCPH 2026.
May this conference be productive, inspiring, and impactful for
all participants.

Thank you.



cphm.my

FIELDS OF PRACTICE FOR
PUBLIC HEALTH MEDICINE

SPECIALISTS

College of Public Health Medicine
About the Organiser

5. Health
Management

6. Occupational
Health

7. Environmental
Health

8. Military Medicine

1.  Public Health 
Medicine

4. Family Health

2.Communicable  Disease
Epidemiology

2.Non -Communicable
Disease Epidemiology

Over the years, CPHM-AMM has contributed to the
development of public health medicine practice in
Malaysia. 

In 2011, with the strong collaboration of the College of
Public Health Medicine and Public Health Programme,
Ministry of Health, the Public Health Medicine Specialist
was recognised as one of Medical Specialties by the
Government of Malaysia. 

The College of Public Health Medicine has played a pivotal
role in establishing Public Health Medicine Specialist Sub-
Committee for National Specialist Register (NSR).

As the way forward, the priorities of the College of Public
Health Medicine aim to focus on the area of capacity
building, training, research, international collaboration and
development of Public Health Physicians through
enhanced collaboration with the Ministry of Health,
Universities, Local Authorities, and other agencies. 

The College also plans to widen the horizons of
collaboration with other Academies of Medicine and
international organisations in order to strengthen the
Public Health Medicine Specialists by developing the sub-
specialty programmes, as well as competency standards
required by both Public Health Medicine Specialists and its
corresponding subspecialty.

cphm.my
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About the Conference

The Asia-Pacific Conference on Public Health (APCPH) is the flagship biennial event of the College of Public
Health Medicine (CPHM), Academy of Medicine Malaysia, aimed at advancing public health practice,
research, and policy across the region. Since its inception, the conference has served as a vital platform for
building regional collaboration, fostering innovation, and addressing emerging health challenges in the
Asia-Pacific context.

The 9th APCPH takes place from 6–8 July 2026 at DoubleTree by Hilton, Johor Bahru, Malaysia, and carries
the theme:
 

 Closing the Public Health Gap through Technology,
Partnership & People.

The conference will feature a dynamic
programme including keynote addresses,
plenary sessions, interactive forums, symposia,
and free paper presentations.

The 9th APCPH builds upon the momentum of
previous editions, including the highly
successful 8th APCPH in 2024 by offering a
space for public health leaders, academics,
policymakers, and practitioners to co-create
solutions for a healthier and more resilient
future.

Structured around four thematic tracks – This
theme underscores the urgent need for
inclusive, tech-enabled, and community-driven
strategies to tackle persistent and emerging
public health inequities. The tracks are; 

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTSTHEMATIC TRACKS

>  SPARK Sessions
>  Keynote
>  3 Plenary Session
>  3 Interactive Forums
> 12 Symposium Sessions
> 10 Free Paper Sessions

SPARK SESSION

APCPH 2026 opens with the SPARK (Strategic
Public Health Action, Research & Knowledge)
Session—a dynamic platform to spark ideas,
foster partnerships, and showcase innovation in
public health across the Asia-Pacific.

Through interactive workshops, innovation labs,
and cross-sector dialogues, SPARK sets the
tone for the conference, aligned with the core
thematic tracks.

SPARK Sessions

1. Use of AI in Research Writing
2. Implementation Science
3. Human Health Risk Assessment
4. Environmental Monitoring Methods
5. Qualitative Approach in Public Health

Climate & 
EnvironmentPeople

Technology Equity
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1st APCPH (2004)

Theme: “New Initiatives in Public Health”
The inaugural conference marked the

establishment of APCPH as a regional platform
for dialogue and collaboration in public health

2nd APCPH (2007)

Theme: “Emerging Threats in Public Health”
Venue: Sheraton Subang Hotel, Subang, Selangor.
The conference focused on emerging health risks and the
need for stronger preparedness and response systems.3rd APCPH (2011)

Theme: “Translating Evidence into
Public Health Action”

Venue: Grand Dorsett, Subang, (14–15 November 2011)
This conference emphasised the importance of

translating research evidence into effective public
health interventions and policy.

4th APCPH (2015)

Theme: “Fostering Innovation in Tackling the
Double Burden of Disease”
Venue: Kuantan, Malaysia (7–9 September 2015)
The conference highlighted innovative strategies
to address both communicable and non-
communicable diseases. 

5th APCPH (2017)

Theme: “Realising the Sustainable Development
Goals Aspirations on Health”

Venue: Riverside Majestic Hotel, Kuching,
Sarawak (10–14 September 2017)

The conference examined the role of public health
in advancing the health-related SDGs and

strengthening health systems.

6th APCPH (2019)

Theme: “Urbanisation Challenges in Health”
Venue: Equatorial Hotel, Penang (22–25 July 2019)
The conference explored the impact of urbanisation
and its associated health risks were central to this
conference. 

7th APCPH (2022)

Theme: “Public Health in a Changing World”
Venue: DoubleTree by Hilton i-City, Shah Alam,

Selangor (2–4 August 2022)
The conference addressed the evolving public health

landscape, highlighting pandemics, technological
transformation, and resilient health systems.

8th APCPH (2024)

Theme: “Revitalising Public Health for a Resilient
Future”
Venue: Kuching, Sarawak.
The conference focused on strengthening public
health systems, workforce capacity, and regional
collaboration to address emerging threats and
build community resilience

Past Conferences
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General Information
Conference Venue

DoubleTree by Hilton Johor Bahru

The Asia Pacific Conference on Public Health (APCPH), in
conjunction with the Malaysian AIDS Foundation, is proud to
partner with DoubleTree by Hilton Johor Bahru as the
Official Conference Hotel. 

Through this partnership, the hotel supports the mission of
the conference by providing a conducive and well-equipped
environment, complemented by professional hospitality
services that enhance the overall delegate experience.

We extend our sincere appreciation to DoubleTree by Hilton
Johor Bahru for its valued partnership and support in
making this conference possible.

DoubleTree by Hilton Johor Bahru is located in the city centre within close proximity to key transport links,
commercial areas, and Johor Bahru City Square. Its central location provides convenient access for both local and
international delegates.

LOCATION & CONNECTIVITY

Senai International Airport (JHB),
Johor Bahru is the nearest airport
to the conference venue. Journey
from the airport to the hotel
typically takes approximately 30–
40 minutes. 

Taxi and ride-hailing services are
readily available, with estimated
fares ranging between RM40 and
RM60. 

International visitors may also opt
to fly into Singapore. From there,
the cross-border journey to Johor
Bahru typically takes about 1 hour,
subject to traffic and immigration
clearance conditions.

Participants may travel via ETS
from Kuala Lumpur to JB Sentral,
located approximately 1 km from
the venue.  The hotel is about 5
minutes by taxi or a 10–15 minute
walk.

Long-distance buses connect
major cities across Peninsular
Malaysia to Johor Bahru, with
varying travel times.  

Buses arrive at Larkin Sentral Bus
Terminal, from which the venue is
approximately 15 minutes away by
taxi or Grab.



SUNWAYSUNWAY
The Next 50 Years and BeyondThe Next 50 Years and Beyond

In 2024, Sunway proudly celebrated our
50th anniversary, a significant milestone achieved by few
companies globally. As we look to the next 50 years and

beyond, we remain steadfast in our commitment to
building a brighter and more sustainable future for

generations to come.

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENTGOALS

Real Estate | Construction | REIT | Healthcare | Malls | Building Materials | Trading & Manufacturing |
Quarry | Digital | Hospitality | Leisure | Investment & Financial Services | Education

SUNWAY COMMITTED TO:
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Scientific Programme
DAY ONE :  Monday, 06 July 2026

Time Agenda Track Venue

07:30 – 08:00 Registration

8.00 - 11.00 SPARK Sessions (Parallel)

SPARK Session 1
From Evidence to Action: Implementation Science for Public Health
Impact

Dr. Rumana Akhter Saifi — Senior Lecturer, Department of
Social and Preventive Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Universiti
Malaya (UM)
Prof. Frederick Lewis Altice — Professor of Medicine (Infectious
Diseases) and a Epidemiology (Microbial Diseases), Yale
University School of Medicine

People &
Technology

Grand 
Ballroom 1

SPARK Session 2
Moderator : Prof. Dr. Victor Hoe Chee Wai bin Abdullah - Head of
Department, Social and preventive Medicine Department, Faculty of
Medicine, Universiti Malaya

Public Health Medicine Competency Framework: From Training to
Excellence, Strengthening Competencies for Future-Ready Practice

Dr. Ahmad Faudzi Yusoff — Consultant Public Health Medicine
Specialist, CD Epidemiologist, Vise President of College of Public
Health Medicine (CPHM)
Dr. Ismuni bin Bohari — Deputy Director General of Public
Health, Ministry of Health, Malaysia
Prof. Dr. Sanjay Rampal A/L Lekhraj Rampal — Executive
Director, Department of Research Development, Univeriti Malaya;
Education Committee, Malaysian Medical Council (MMC)

People &
Equity

Grand
Ballroom 2

SPARK Session 3
Beyond the Numbers: Qualitative Approaches in Public Health
Research

Dr. Anisah binti Baharom — Medical Lecturer, Department of
Community Health, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences,
Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM)

People &
Equity

Grand 
Ballroom 3

SPARK Session 4
Machine Learning in Public Health

Dr. Jason Vivek Jayaraj — Deputy Director (Analytics &
Informatics), Digital Health Division, Ministry of Health Malaysia

Climate &
Environment

Junior Ballroom

SPARK Session 5
Human Health Risk Assessment

Lt. Kol. Bersekutu (PA) Dr. Afiqah Syamimi Masrani -  Medical
Lecturer, Universiti Pertahanan Nasional Malaysia (UPNM)

Climate &
Environment

Meeting Room

11:00 – 11:30 
 

Refreshment and Networking 
Poster Session
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Scientific Programme
DAY ONE :  Monday, 06 July 2026

Time Agenda Track Venue

11:30 – 13:00 Keynote Address and Opening Ceremony

“Closing the Public Health Gap Through Technology, Partnership & People”

Guest of Honour: YB Dato’ Hajjah Hanifah Hajar Taib — Deputy Minister of Health,
Malaysia

Main Grand
Ballroom & Junior
Ballroom

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch Break and Networking
Poster Session

14:00 – 15:00 
 

Plenary 1
Community Power and Public Health: The Person at the Centre

Speaker: Dato’ Dr. Feisul Idzwan bin Dato’ Mustapha – Director of Health, Perak
State Health Department

Main Grand
Ballroom & Junior
Ballroom

15:00 – 15:30 Special Session
Speaker: Prof. Dato’ Dr. Adeeba Kamarulzaman — Chief Executive Officer of Monash
University Malaysia; Chairman, Malaysian AIDS Foundation (MAF) Board of Trustee

Main Grand
Ballroom & Junior
Ballroom

15:30 – 16:00 Refreshment and Networking 
Poster Session

16.00 - 17.30 Parallel Symposia

Symposium 1 | Digital Inclusion and Health Equity

Prof. Dr. Shamsul Azhar Shah , Professor of Epidemiology and
Statistics, Department of Public Health Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) — “Designing
Inclusive Digital Health Platforms: Ensuring Equity in Health“
Dr. Jessica Watterson, Senior Lecturer, Digital Health, School of
Health and Social Development, Deakin University; Senior
Lecturer, Department of Human Centred Computing, Monash
University (Malaysia/Australia) — “Using Co-Design to Promote
Digital Inclusion and Health Equity“
Dr. Wong Min Fui @ Esther, Health System Researcher, Centre
for Health Policy Research, Institute for Health Systems
Research, National Institutes of Health — “Digital Inclusion for
Marginalised Populations: Technology-Enabled Reform in Prison
Healthcare“

Equity Grand Ballroom 1



   9th Asia-Pacific Conference on Public Health |  19

Scientific Programme

Time Agenda Track Venue

16.00 - 17.30 Symposium 2 | AI and Disease Forecasting in the Global South

Prof. Raina MacIntyre, Head, Biosecurity Reaserach Program, Kirby
Institute, University of New South Wales Medicine and Health —
“Harnessing Artificial Intelligence for Real-Time Disease Surveillance“
Dr. Sarbhan Singh A/L Lakha Singh, Head, Biomedical Epidemiology
Unit, Institute for Medical Research, National Institues of Health —
“From Prediction to Preparedness: AI Applications in Public Health
Decision-Making“
Prof. Dr. Jamalludin bin Ab Rahman, Dean, of the Kulliyyah of
Medicine, International Islamic University Malaysia — “Ethical and
Policy Challenges in AI-Driven Disease Forecasting“

Technology Grand Ballroom
3

Symposium 3 | Humanising Public Health: Advancing Harm Reduction for
Health and Hope

 Moderator: Prof. Vicknasingam B Kasinather, Centre for Drug Research,
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)

Dr. Mark Tyndall, Former Director of the British Columbia Centre for
Disease Control and Professor of Medicine, University of British
Columbia, Canada — “Humanizing Public Health: The case for vaping
and tobacco harm reduction“
Dr. Anita Suleiman, President and Founder, Harm Reduction Action
Network (HaRAN); Former Director of Disease Control Division,
Ministry of Health Malaysia— “Harm Reduction in HIV: Lessons from
Asia for a More Inclusive Public Health“
Prof. Dato’ Dr. Adeeba Kamarulzaman, Chief Executive Officer of
Monash University Malaysia; Co-chair & Chairman, Malaysian AIDS
Foundation (MAF), Board of Trustee — “The Human and Financial Cost
of the War on Drugs“
Dr. Syed Sher Al Jaffree  —  Head of Health Strategy, Allianz
Malaysia - “The Role of Health Insurance� in Harm Reduction. Closing
Malaysia's Protection Gaps through Inclusive Strategy”,

People Junior Ballroom

Symposium 4 | Planetary Health, Climate Resilience, and Public Health

Dr. Bala Murali A/L Sundram, Senior Medical Lecturer, Occupational
and Environment Health, Department of Social and Preventive
Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Universiti Malaya— “Planetary Health
Thinking for Future-Ready Public Health Systems“
Dr. Thahiratul Asma’ binti Zakaria, Deputy Director (Non-
Communicable Disease) Disease Control Division, Ministry of Health
Malaysia — “Climate Change and Environmental Health Risks:
Malaysia’s Experiences“
Dr. Zulhizam bin Hj. Abdullah, Director of the Public Health
Development Division, Ministry of Health Malaysia — “Strengthening
Public Health Workforce and Systems for Climate-Resilient Health“

Meeting
Room

Climate &
Environment

DAY ONE :  Monday, 06 July 2026
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Scientific Programme

Time Agenda Track Venue

7:30 – 8.00 Registration

8.00 - 9.30 Parallel Symposia

Symposium 5  | Building Trust in Data Sharing and AI Use in Public
Health

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dhesi Baha Raja Selva Raja,  Associate Professor &
Consultant Public Health Medicine Specialist, Monash University
Malaysia Chair, Digital Health Society of Southeast Asia (Malaysia
Chapter) — “Bridging Public and Private Healthcare Through EHRs
Across Asia Pacific”
Dr. Wan Kim Sui, Head, Centre for Non-Communicable Disease
Research, Institute for Public Health, National Institutes of Health
— “Integrating Health Data for Precision Public Health”
Prof. Dr. Sanjay Rampal A/L Lekhraj Rampal, Executive Director,
Department of Research Developmen, Office of Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Research & Innovation), Universiti Malaya; Professor of
Epidemiology and Public Health — “The Future of Public Health in AI:
Understanding the Landscape, Bridging the Gaps”

Equity Grand Ballroom 1

Symposium 6 | Building Integrated Health Ecosystems: Translating
Public–Private–Academic Partnerships into Scalable Population
Health Solutions

Gs Lily Hamaddah binti Ramle, Senior Assistant Director, Research
and Development Division,  PLANMalaysia — “Planning for Health:
The Role of Urban Design in Building Integrated Population Health
Ecosystems”
Dr. Hjh. Yatela Zainal Abidin, Chief Executive Officer, Yayasan Sime
Darby) — “Public-Private Partnerships in Health Sector Innovation”
Prof. Jonty Heaversedge, Clinical Director of NHG Health,
Singapore — “Designing for Impact: Implementing AI for Sustainable
Health System Change”

Technology Grand Ballroom 3

Symposium 7 | Cross-Border and Global Health Security

 Dr. Thilaka A/P Chinnayah, Programme Area Manager for Country
Health Emergencies, World Health Organization (WHO) Western
Pacific Regional Office (WPRO) — “Fortifying Borders Against
Epidemics: Lessons from ASEAN’s Cross-Border Health Security”
Dr. Nor Sujaihah binti Hanafi, Senior Principal Assistant Director,
Occupational and Environmental Health Unit, Johor State Health
Department — “Beyond Kim-Kim: Rethinking Environmental
Toxicology and Emergency Preparedness in Industrial Corridors.”
Dr. Hazlin bt Abu Bakar, Kota Tinggi District Health Officer, Kota
Tinggi District Health Office — “Health in the Fast Lane: Public
Health Collaboration in Pengerang’s Industrial Rise”

People Junior Ballroom

DAY 2 :  Tuesday, 07 July 2026
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Scientific Programme

Time Agenda Track Venue

8.00 - 9.30 Symposium 8 | Resilient Health Systems Planning for the Future

Dr. Siti Noraida Binti Jamal, Deputy Director, Health Facility
Planning Section, Planning Division, Ministry of Health Malaysia - 
Ministry of Health Malaysia — “Closing the Gap: Using Strategic
Facility Planning to Drive Service Integration and System Reform”
Dr. Rima Marhayu binti Abdul Rashid, Head of Sector, Family Health
Branch, Family Health Development Division, Ministry of Health —
“Integrated Service Delivery: The Pathway to a Stronger, Resilient
Health System”
Dr. Ahmad Fairudz bin Jamaluddin, Director of the National Climate
Centre (NCC), Malaysian Meteorolofgical Department (MetMalaysia)
— “Enhancing Health System Resilience Through Climate-Driven Early
Warning Systems”

Meeting
Room

Climate &
Environment

9:30 – 10.00 Refreshment and Networking 
Poster Session

10.00 - 11.00 Forum 1 | Digital Public Health Transformation: Ensuring No One is Left
Behind

Moderator : Prof. Dr. Victor Hoe Chee Wai bin Abdullah, Head of
Department, Social and Preventive Medicine Department, Faculty of
Medicine, Universiti Malaya 

Dr. Maheshwara Rao Appannan — Director, Digital Health Division,
Ministry of Health Malaysia
Brigadier General Prof. Dr. Mohd Arshil Moideen (Rtd) — Head,
Jeffrey Cheah School of Medicine and Health Sciences, Monash
University Malaysia
Madam Laili binti Ismail — President, PERTIWI 

Technology &
People

Main Grand
Ballroom & Junior
Ballroom

11 .00 - 12.00 Plenary 2 | Funding the Future of Public Health: Public–Private–People
Partnership

Dr. Ismuni bin Bohari — Deputy Director-General of Health (Public
Health), Ministry of Health Malaysia

Technology &
People

Main Grand
Ballroom & Junior
Ballroom

12.00-13.00 Lunch Talk with Camber Sdn Bhd 
Public Health Implications of the Next-Generation Antiretroviral Therapy in Malaysia

Dr Sathya Rao Jogulu - Consultant Family Medicine Specialist, Klinik Kesihatan KL

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch Break and Networking
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Scientific Programme

Time Agenda Track Venue

14.00 - 15.00 Forum 2 | Healthy Planet, Healthy People: Integrating Climate Action into
Public Health

Moderator : Dr. Jeyanthini Sathasivam, Senior Principal Director,
Communicable Disease Unit, Johor State Health Department

Prof. Dr. Mazrura binti Sahani — Honorary Professor, Center for
Toxicology and Health Risk Research (CORE), Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM); Professor, Environmental and Occupational
Epidemiology
Dr. Rohaida binti Ismail — Head, Environmental Health Research
Centre, Institute for Medical Research, National Institutes of Health
Malaysia
Madam Kamisah binti Mohd Ghazali— Head, Livability & Community
Division, Iskandar Regional Development Authority (IRDA)

Climate &
Environment

ain Grand
Ballroom &
Junior Ballroom

15.00 - 15.30 Refreshment and Networking
Poster Session

15:30–17:00 Parallel Free Paper Oral Presentations

Sessions 1–5 running concurrently across five breakout rooms
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   9th Asia-Pacific Conference on Public Health |  23

Scientific Programme

Time Agenda Track Venue

7:30 – 8.00 Registration

8.00 - 9.30 Parallel Free Paper Oral Presentations
Sessions 6–10 running concurrently across five breakout rooms

9.30 - 10.00 Refreshment and Networking
Poster Session

10.00 - 11.30 Parallel Symposia

Symposium 9  | Strengthening Health Systems

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Aidalina Mahmud, Associate Professor, Faculty of
Medicine and Health Sciences, Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) —
“Redesigning Primary Health Care to Bridge Malaysia’s Economic
Divide”
Dr Muhammed bin Abdul Khalid, Adjunct Professor, Ungku Aziz
Centre, Faculty of Economics at the Universiti Malaya; Research
Fellow,  Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS),
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia — “Inclusive Health Financing:
Advancing Equity and Financial Protection for All”
Prof. Emeritus Datuk Dr. Awang Bulgiba, Epidemiologist and Health
Informatician, Emeritus Professor in Epidemiology and Health
Informatics, Fellow of Faculty of Public Health UK, Fellow of Public
Health Medicine Malaysia— “Health Systems Strengthening, Data and
Health Equity“

Equity Grand Ballroom
1

Symposium 10 | Innovations in Public Health Surveillance and Crisis
Response

Dr. Vivek Jason Jayaraj, Deputy Director (Analytics & Informatics,
Digital Health Division, Ministry of Health Malaysia (Digital Health
Division, MOH Malaysia)— “Digital Transformation in Disease
Surveillance”
Mr. Aymen Abdullah, Head of Mission, Médecins Sans Frontières
(MSF) Malaysia— “Epidemic Preparedness in Humanitarian Services”
Dr. Thilaka A/P Chinnayah, Programme Area Manager (WHO) Western
Pacific Regional Office (WPRO) —”Health Security for All: Integrating
Equity into Public Health Emergency Preparedness” 

Technology Grand Ballroom
3

Symposium 11 | Youth and Gender in Digital World: Creating
Psychologically Safe Work Environments

Miss Pam Guneratnam, Founder of HumanKind Malaysia, Registered
Counsellor — “Digital Inclusion and Psychological Safety for Young
Women in the Workforce”
Dr Catherine Thamarai Arumugam, Medical Lecturer, Department of
Social and Preventive Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Universiti Malaya
- “Clicks and Connections: Why the Future of Work Begins at Home?”
Miss Nadira Ilana, Filmmaker & Youth Rights Activist, Founder of
Telan Bulan Films — “Stories as Medicine: Narratives, Youth and Mental
Health in a Digital Era”

People Junior Ballroom
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Scientific Programme

Time Agenda Track Venue

10.00 - 11.30 Symposium 12 | Strengthening Climate Resilience: From Urban Planning
to Health Systems and National Policy

Madam Kamisah Mohd Ghazali, Head Livability & Community Division,
Iskandar Regional Development Authority (IRDA) — “Building Resilient
Cities: Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction into Johor’s Urban Planning”
Prof. Dr. Rozita Hod, Head of Department of Public Health Medicine,
Faculty of Medicine, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) —
“Building Climate-Resilient Health Systems: Adaptation Strategies for a
Warming World”
Mr. Noor Akmar Shah Bin Mohd Nordin, National Coordinator, 2A00,  
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability
(NRES) — “National Adaptation Plan for Climate Change in Malaysia”

Climate &
Environment

Meeting Room

11:30 – 12.00 Networking Session

12.00 - 13.00 Lunch Talk — Sponsored by Novo Nordisk

Quantity & Quality: Navigating Obesity Treatment Landscape with
Semaglutide

Speaker: Dr Harpreet Kaur A/P Harnam Singh - Consultant Internal
Medicine, Columbia Asia Hospital (Tebrau)

Main Grand
Ballroom, Junior
Ballroom,
Meeting Room

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch Break and Networking
Poster Session

14.00 - 15.00 Plenary 3 | From Policy to Practice: Cross-Sector Collaboration for
Health, Safety and Community Well-being

Prof. Dr. Ervina Efzan Mohd Noor - Professor, Faculty of Engineering
and Technology, Malaysia Multimedia University

Technology,
People &
Equity

Main Grand
Ballroom &
Junior Ballroom,
Meeting Room

15.00 - 16.00 Forum 3 | Social Determinants and Cross-Sector Collaboration in
Practice

Moderator : Prof. Emeritus Datuk Dr. Awang Bulgiba, Epidemiologist and
Health Informatician, Emeritus Professor in Epidemiology and Health
Informatics, Fellow of Faculty of Public Health UK, Fellow of Public Health
Medicine Malaysia

Prof. Dato’ Dr. Ahmad Faizal Mohd Perdaus — President, MERCY
Malaysia; Consultant Pulmonologist; Humanitarian & Healthcare
Policy Expert
Dato’ Dr. Hartini Zainudin — Co-Founder, Yayasan Chow Kit,
Malaysia; Child Right Activist
To be Confirmed

People &
Equity

Main Grand
Ballroom &
Junior Ballroom

16.00 - 17.30 Closing and Prize-Giving Ceremony Main Grand
Ballroom &
Junior Ballroom
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Free Papers Oral 
Presentation

THEME | Communicable Disease

CDC 1 | 445 | Dr Gregory Xavier | Determining Epidemic Thresholds and Moving Average for Dengue Surveillance
in Kinta District, Malaysia. - Kinta District Health Office

CDC 2 | 459 | Dr Sarbhan Singh | A Dynamic Endemic Channel Approach for Dengue Surveillance In Malaysia -
Institute of Medical Research

CDC 3 | 472 | Dr Tan Wei Long | Surveillance Evaluation: How sensitive is our Measles Surveillance System in
Kedah State? - Kedah State Health Department

CDC 4 | 475 | Dr Yau-Chun Liaw | Mobile Targeted Active Case Detection to Susceptible Populations in Hotspot
Localities and Treatment Outcomes for Tuberculosis in Sabah - Papar Health District Office

CDC 5 | 484 | Dr Asraf Ahmad bin Qamruddin | Association of Viral Serotype Dominance and Lagged
Meteorological Factors with Dengue Transmission Intensity in Selangor, Malaysia - Selangor State Health
Department

CDC 6 | 489 | Dr Yang Rashidi Abdullah | Factors Influencing Vaccine Refusal for the Measles-Rubella
Supplementary Immunisation Activity (MRSIA) in the Seremban District - Seremban Health District Office

CDC 7 | 534 | Dr Ng Wei Meng | Urban Shield, Rural Risk: Unpacking the 2025 Leptospirosis Mortality Crisis in
Johor - Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

CDC 8 | 538 | Dr Effah Leiylena binti Yaacob | Digital Social Listening as a Catalyst for Public Health Reform: A
Case Study of Acute Gastroenteritis Cluster in Pulau Redang - Kuala Nerus Health District Office

CDC 9 | 539 | Dr Nor Mas Ayu Adnan | Towards Elimination: Achieving Zero Vertical Transmission in the Pahang
Hepatitis B PMTCT Program (2019-2025) - Pahang State Health Department

CDC 10 | 573 | Dr Balqis binti Zulkefli | Emerging Trend of Leprosy in an Urban District: A Retrospective Analysis
in Cheras, Malaysia (2022-2025) - Cheras District Health Office

CDC 11 | 587 | Dr. Smita Avhad | Intramuscular Anti-D Immunoglobulin for Dengue-Associated
Thrombocytopenia: A Proof-of-Concept Clinical Study - Government Medical College (GMC), Nashik, Maharashtra,
India

CDC 12 | 591 | Dr. Sharifah Saffinas Syed Soffian | Epidemiological Profile of Late Human-Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV) Diagnosis in Kedah from 2023 to 2025 - Kedah State Health Department

CDC 13 | 621 | Dr. Divyeshkumar Pagare | Epidemiological Burden and Management of Animal Bite Cases in
Rabies Prevention Services: A Record-Based Analytical Study - Government Medical College and Hospital,
Chhatrapati, India

CDC 14 | 639 | Dr Amalina binti Zaimi | Population-Level Impact of Wolbachia Deployment on Dengue Incidence
in Malaysia: A Multi-Site Quasi-Experimental Evaluation - Center of Health Economics Research, NIH

CDC 15 | 653 | Dr. Zulhaimi Wahid | Early Containment of Dengue Transmission: Lessons Learnt from a Low
Incidence Rate District in Selangor, Malaysia - Sabak Bernam District Health Office

CDC 16 | 657 | Dr Mohd Rujhan Hadfi bin Mat Daud | Rainfall as an Early Warning Indicator for Leptospirosis: A
Weekly Ecological Time-Series Study with Lag Effect Analysis in a Rural District in Malaysia - Jeli District Health
Office

CDC 17 | 666 | Dr Zuraidah binti Zaidun | Resurgence of Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis in Kulim, Kedah
(2022-2025): A Silent Threat Amidst Ongoing TB Control - Kulim District Health Office

CDC 18 | 668 | Dr Kartik K. Sundram | Trends in Non-Communicable Disease Management: Demographic
Profiling and Clinical Trajectories (2023-2025) in Sabak Bernam District, Selangor - Sabak Bernam District
Health Office



Free Papers Oral 
Presentation

THEME | Non - Communicable Disease

NCD 1 | 451 | Dr Chowdhury Md Navim Kabir | Outcome of Early Insulin Administration on Anxiety Associated
Newly Diagnosed Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus Patients: An Interventional Study - Government Employee Hospital,
Dhaka, Bangladesh

NCD 2 | 453 | Miss Tai Chia Woon | Assessing the Cost and Glycaemic Impact of Empagliflozin in Malaysian
Primary Care: A Real-World Cost-Consequence Evaluation - Johor Bahru Health District Office

NCD 3 | 508 | Dr Syuaib Aiman Amir bin Kamarudin | Silent Diabetes: Key Risk Factors Among Low-Income
Community of Langkawi Island, Kedah, Malaysia (2022-2023) - Universiti Sains Malaysia

NCD 4 | 510 | Dr Raja Hasyidah binti Raja Bongsu | Introducing Dried Blood Spot Newborn Screening for
Congenital Adrenal Hyperplasia in Malaysia: Birth-Weight-Stratified 17-Hydroxyprogesterone Cutoffs from a
Pilot Study - Institute for Medical Research

NCD 5 | 571 | Dr Edre Mohammad Aidid | Microplastics and Early-Onset Colorectal Cancer: A Neglected
Marker for Carcinogenesis? - International Islamic University Malaysia

NCD 6 | 649 | Dr Che Sarida binti Che Ismail | Antifibrotic and Immunosuppressant in Scleroderma and
Progressive Fibrosing Interstitial Lung Disease: A Systematic Review - Malaysia Health Technology Assessment
Section (MaHTAS)

NCD 7 | 664 | Dr. Divyeshkumar Pagare | Screening for Undiagnosed Non-Communicable Disease Risk
Factors Among Rural School Teachers in India: A Cross-Sectional Study - Government Medical College and
Hospital, Maharashtra, India

NCD 8 | 679 | Dr Cia Vei Tan | Menopause, Gestational Diabetes, and Type 2 Diabetes in Malaysian School
Teachers - Universiti Malaya

NCD 9 | 691 | Dr Muhammad Fikri bin Azmi | Linking Screening to Care: Evaluating Outcomes of the National
Health Screening Initiative for Hypertension and Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus in Petaling District - Petaling District
Health Office

NCD 10 | 732 | Dr Huma Nawaz | Advancing Universal Oral Health Coverage through an Integrated
Framework for Basic Package of Oral Care - CDER, AIIMS, New Delhi, India



Free Papers Oral 
Presentation

THEME | Health Care Management

HCM 1 | 457 | Nur Azmiah Binti Zainuddin | Aligning People, Practice, and Performance: Integrated Care in an
Island Health System - Institute for Health Systems Research, NIH

HCM 2 | 464 | Tg Mohamad Iskandar Tg Mohamad Rosman | From Fragments to Flow: Adaptive Frontline
Integration in Langkawi, Malaysia - Institute for Health Management, NIH

HCM 3 | 477 | Nur Elina Abdul Mutalib | Mapping Dental Facility Density and Clustering in Malaysia: Public vs.
Private Sector - Centre for Health Equity Research, NIH

HCM 4 | 488 | Norwahidah Binti Wahi | Strengthening Patient Safety: Development and Psychometric
Validation of a Malay Instrument to Assess Nurses' Competency in Fall Prevention - Hospital Pakar Universiti
Sains Malaysia

HCM 5 | 499 | Ab Farid Fajilah Ab Aziz | Determinants of Poor Patient Safety Engagement Among Adult
Inpatients in Malaysian Tertiary Hospitals: Implications for Healthcare Quality Management - Universiti Sains
Malaysia

HCM 6 | 533 | Diane Chong Woei Quan | Service Expansion Outpacing Governance Development: Public-
Private Partnerships in Cancer Care in Malaysia - Institute for Health Systems Research, NIH

HCM 7 | 556 | Dr Chua Su Peng | Issues & Challenges of Hospital Information System Implementation: A
Scoping Review - Timur Laut District Health Office

HCM 8 | 559 | Mohamad Hafiz Harun | From Cost-Effectiveness to Affordability: A Budget Impact Analysis of
Increasing Contraceptive Implant Adoption in Malaysia - Tumpat District Health Office

HCM 9 | 570 | Dr Sarah binti Saizan | Counting the Cost of Care: A Time-Driven Activity-Based Costing Analysis
of Leptospirosis Rapid Testing in Primary Health Clinics - Kuala Krai District Health Office

HCM 10 | 578 | Dr Audrey Lim Huili | Outpatient Parenteral Antimicrobial Therapy Guidelines: A systematic
review - Institute for Clinical Research, NIH

HCM 11 | 683 | Dr Nasim Muhammad Bin Abdul Kuthoose | Bridging the Digital Patient Divide: Development
and Validation of a Patient Satisfaction Questionnaire for Virtual Consultation Services in Malaysian
Government Health Clinics - Universiti Teknologi MARA

HCM 12 | 685 | Dr Mohd Azri Mohd Suan | Decentralisation of Urological Services: Evaluating the Impact of
District-Level Extracorporeal Shock Wave Lithotripsy (ESWL) on Renal Stone Management in Kedah - Clinical
Research Center, Hospital Sultanah Bahiyah



Free Papers Oral 
Presentation

THEME | Occupational Health

OH 1 | 469 | Dr. Tai Chia Woon | Beyond Body Mass Index: The Impact of Chrononutrition on Metabolic
Phenotypes Among Malaysian Primary Healthcare Workers - Mamoodiah Health Clinic Johor Bahru

OH 2 | 474 | Dr. Rathiruba Selvaraju | Prevalence of Musculoskeletal Disorders and Its Association with
Burnout Among Clinical Nurses in Hospital Kuala Lumpur - Universiti Malaya

OH 3 | 542 | Dr. Nik Nur Iwana Iznin binti Nik Din | Musculoskeletal Discomfort, Coping Mechanism and Job
Performance among Critical Care Nurses in a Teaching Hospital: A Cross Sectional Study - Universiti Sains
Malaysia

OH 4 | 552 | Dr Suriya Kumareswaran | Validation of the Malay Language Burnout Assessment Tool (BAT): A
Psychometric Study Using Exploratory Factor Analysis and Rasch Modelling - Johor State Health Department
Public Health Division

OH 5 | 604 | Dr. Alagi Selvy Perumal | Occupational Noise-Induced Hearing Loss Among Vector Control
Personnel in Sabah with Insecticide Co-Exposure: A Sequential Explanatory Mixed-Methods Study. - Universiti
Malaysia Sabah

OH 6 | 632 | Dr. Ili Abdullah Sharin | Should I Accept This? How Acceptability Unfolded in a Psychoeducation-
based Person-directed Burnout Intervention Developed for Ministry of Health Hospital Nurses - Institute for
Health Management, NIH

OH 7 | 635 | Dr. Nursyahda Zakaria | Empowering the Nursing Workforce: Acceptability, Fidelity, and
Preliminary Effectiveness Study of the Psychoeducation-Based Intervention Package (P-BIP) Intervention -
Institute for Health Management, NIH

OH 8 | 670 | Dr Ahmed Farrasyah bin Mohd Kutubudin | Close to Home, Close to Danger: Investigating the
Inverse Relationship Between Commute Distance and Injury Among Healthcare Workers in Pejabat Kesihatan
Daerah Kuala Krai. - Kuala Krai District Health Office

OH 9 | 695 | Dr. Khairi Idham Ismail | Predictors of Unsafe Driving Performance Among Shift-Working
Healthcare Workers: A Repeated-Measures Driving Simulator Study - Malaysian Health Technology Assessment
Section (MAHTAS)

THEME | Family Health

FH 1 | 577 | Dr. Ranjini C | Socioeconomic Inequalities in Maternal Healthcare Utilisation in India: Sub-
national Evidence and International Benchmarking - Central University of Tamil Nadu, India

FH 2 | 650 | Dr. Muhammad Firdaus bin Ujang | Shaping the Future: Integrating Policies for Adolescent
Health - Family Health Development Division, MOH

FH 3 | 760 | Dr. Peter Gan Kim Soon | Beyond Clinic: Community-Informed Approaches to Addressing
Stunting in Malaysia - Health Transformation Office, MOH

FH 4 | 784 | Dr. Chandramalar Kanthavelu | More Than Just Knowledge: Understanding Behavioural
Determinants of Effective Contraceptive Uptake - Tampin District Health Office





TH 1 | 478 | Nasieha Saquenah Binti Ribin | Study Protocol: An Evaluation of the Borneo Rural Integrated
Telehealth Initiative (BRITE) in Rural Primary Care, Sabah - Tuaran Mother and Child Health Clinic

TH 2 | 530 | Mohamad Fadli Kharie | Adapting the Gartner TIME Framework for Needs Assessment of
Malaysia’s MyHDW Migration and Modernization Strategy - Health Informatic Centre, MOH

TH 3 | 562 | Muhammad Nabil bin Mohd Hasli | Feasibility of Mobile-Based Vision Screening Among
Underprivileged Paediatric population in the Klang Valley, Malaysia: A Community-Based Cross-Sectional Study
- IMU University

TH 4 | 563 | NORNI MUALIP | Artificial intelligence-assisted learning and academic performance among
future healthcare workforce: A cross-sectional study among nursing and allied health students - Training
Institute, Ministry of Health Malaysia, Kota Kinabalu

TH 5 | 575 | Dr. Brian Toma Anak Akang | Strengthening Tuberculosis Surveillance in Sarawak: The Role of the
Sarawak Tuberculosis Laboratory Information System in Enhancing Case Detection and Notification
Completeness - Sarawak State Health Department

TH 6 | 630 | Mohd Hazwan Bin Baharuddin | Spatial Explorer: An Interactive Spatial Analytics Application for
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Key Population in Malaysia - Kelantan State Health Department

TH 7 | 671 | Che Muhammad Nur Hidayat Che Nawi | Kelantan Spatial Kit (KSK): A Modular, Open-Source
Platform for District-Level Spatial Intelligence on Communicable Diseases - Machang District Health Office

Free Papers Oral 
Presentation

THEME | Technology and Health

HP 1 | 500 | Dr Anasufiza Habib | Expanded Newborn Screening in Malaysia: Challenges, Progress, and Future
Directions - Institute for Medical Research

HP 2 | 543 | Fathiah binti Mat Hashim | The Efficacy of Resilience Therapy Intervention (RTI) in Enhancing
Adolescent Adaptability: An Analysis Based on the MAGIC Box Model - Health Education Division

THEME | Health Promotion

EH 1 | 502 | Dr. Hadita binti Sapari | Heatwave and Healthcare System Burden in Developing Countries: A
Systematic Review - Environmental Health Research Centre, NIH

EH 2 | 504 | Dr. Nurul Farehah Shahrir | Invisible Pollutants, Lasting Impacts: Volatile Organic Compounds
Exposure and Child Neurodevelopment A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - Environmental Health Research
Centre

EH 3 | 596 | Dr. Afiqah Syamimi binti Masrani | Evaluating Suspected Occupational Radiation Exposure in an
Industrial Shipyard: A Case Series and Environmental Health Assessment - Johor State Health Department

EH 4 | 725 | Dr. Jiahui Wang | Association and determinants of extreme heat exposure and preterm birth: a
systematic review and meta-analysis - Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences & Peking Union Medical College,
Beijing

THEME | Environment Health



SBH 1 | 520 | Dr. Lin Zhu | Preferences and Willingness to Pay for PD-1/L1 Immunosuppressants Among
Cancer Patients: A Discrete Choice Experiment - Shanghai Health Development Research Center (Shanghai
Medical Information Center)

SBH 2 | 526 | Dr. Zichen Ye | The joint association of habitual tea consumption, smoking, and physical activity
with the risk of vascular diseases: A prospective cohort study in the China Kadoorie Biobank - Chinese Academy
of Medical Sciences & Peking Union Medical College

SBH 3 | 527 | Dr. Baeksan Yu | Apartment Prices, Self-Rated Health, and Stress: A Fourteen-Year Within-
Municipality Analysis in South Korea - Gwangju National University of Education

SBH 4 | 603 | Dr. Logeswary Krisnan | Mental Health Help-Seeking Gap Among Malaysian Adolescents: A
Socio-Behavioural Analysis of Knowledge, Attitudes, and Barriers - Institute for Health Behavioural Research, NIH

SBH 5 | 614 | Dr Siti Romahani binti Rahman | Advancing Equity in Juvenile Recidivism: A Machine Learning
Approach to Risk Assessment - Temerloh District Health Office

SBH 6 | 658 | Dr Siti Munisah binti Mohd Shoaib | Prevalence and Determinants of E-Cigarette Use Among
Diploma Students in a Vocational College: A Cross-Sectional Study

Free Papers Oral 
Presentation

THEME | Social Behavioural and Health

IS 1 | 579 | Dr. Theresa Lona Abel | Cost-Effectiveness Analysis of Nasopharyngeal Carcinoma Screening
Using Epstein-Barr Virus-Based Testing Among High-Risk Population in Sarawak - Universiti Malaysia Sarawak

IS 2 | 642 | Norehan Jinah | Understanding Implementation Barriers and Facilitators of a Psychoeducation-
Based Person-Directed Burnout Intervention Package for Ministry of Health Hospital Nurses: Findings from a
Feasibility Study - Institute for Health Management, NIH

THEME | Implementation Science

DH 2 | 609 | Ameerah Sua’ad Abdul Shakor | Path to Preparedness: Short-Term Outcomes of X-SIAGA, a Novel
Household Outbreak Preparedness Intervention for the Orang Asli in Selangor - Universiti Teknologi MARA

THEME | Disaster and Health
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